DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
their peculiar nomadic life had its advantages for me. On those estates it was the custom to change the servants after some years; because it was feared that they might make friends with the people against their masters. And so there was a good deal of wandering, even as a child, from town to village, from village to village, and so on. That may have caused a certain amount of restlessness in me, for I had travelled around what was a little world in itself. Then I wanted to get out into the great world as a diplomat; but that was closed against me. Afterwards I fulfilled my wish in another way; for as a matter of fact I have travelled around the world. Austria, Hungary, Germany in those early days, married in America, visited Middle Europe, Russia and the Balkans, then the great trip around the world during the war."
"And in your youth what did you do for this constitutional unrest of yours?"
"It often made me mad. There was a scene. The holidays. I was in my village with the parish priest. Sunday. Church service. There was a decorated tree and people danced around it, a national custom. How habitual it was for a row to break out at the dance. I looked on. Two young fellows got fighting.
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